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h 

M r .  W .  H .  Penn ing ton ,  D i r e c t o r  
O f f i c e  of NEPA C o o r d i n a t i o n s  
U.S. Department  o f  Energy 
Mail  S t a t i o n  E201 
Washington,  D.C.  20545 

Dear M r .  Penn ing ton :  

T h i s  l e t t e r  and e n c l o s e d  m a t e r i a l  c o n s t i t u t e s  n o t i f i c a t i o n  of i n t e n t  
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  Hea r ing ,  s chedu led  f o r  24 May 1 9 7 8  i n  
Denver,  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Envi ronmenta l  Impact  S t a t e m e n t  
ERDA-1545-D, Rocky F l a t s  P l a n t  S i t e .  

I w i l l  a p p e a r  on  b e h a l f  of t h e  Union of Concerned S c i e n t i s t s  
a Cambridge, Mass. based  c o a l i t i o n  of  s c i e n t i s t s ,  e n g i n e e r s  and 
o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  
t h e  t e c h n o l o g i e s  w e  employ i n  o u r  s o c i e t y  and t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
a n d  c o n t r o l  of  p c s s i b l e  unwanted s i d e  e f f e c t s .  
i n  some of t h e  problems r a i s e d  by t h e  on-going n u c l e a r  arms c o m p e t i t i o n .  

O the r  w i t n e s s e s  o n  b e h a l f  of o u r  group are e x p e c t e d  t o  i n c l u d e :  

(UCS), 

W e  have been i n v o l v e d  

D a n i e l  Ford 
George Ra th jens  

Adm. Gene LaRocque ( p o s s i b l e )  

I n  a d < i t i o n ,  M r .  Anthony Roisman, whc has  a l r e a d y  been i n  t o u c h  w i t h  
you,  w i l l  w i sh  t o  speak  b e h z l f  of UCS and NRDC. 

W e  r e q u e s t  t e n  m i n u t e s  
D r .  R a t h j e n s  

and. f i f t e e r .  in inutes  e?.ch f o r  

(1 7) 
Summaries of my remarks  and M r .  Ford's are e n c l o s e d .  
w i l l  r e a c h  you u n d e r  s e p a r a t e  c o v e r .  

D r .  R a t h j e n s '  

Very s i n c e r e l y ,  

hTm. : d j 
E n c l s .  

\..I3 



Summzry of R e m a r k s :  P u b l i c  Hear ing  on E I S ,  Rocky F l a t s  

M i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s  have  a profound e f f e c t ,  b o t h  d i r e c t l y  a n d  

i n d i r e c t l y ,  on t h e  U.S. econony.  

can p r o v i d e  s u b s t a n t i a l  economic s t i m u l u s .  

d u r i n g  World War I1 is an o b v i o u s  case i n  p o i n t ;  t h e  growth of t h e  

I n  t h e  s h o r t  r u n ,  t h e s e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  

The economic r e c o v e r y  

I a e r o s p a c e  i n d u s t r y  and a n c i l a r y  h i g h  t echno logy  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  t h e  

1950s and 6 0 s  i s  a n o t h e r  well-known example.  

c o n t i n u e d  l a r g e  scale e x p e n d i t u r e s  on m i l i t a r y  equipment  and s e r v i c e s  

s e r i o u s l y  j e o p a r d i z e s  t h e  c i v i l i a n  economy i n  t h e  U.S. I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  

s i n c e  weapons development  i n v o l v e s  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of s o  much advanced  

t e c h n o l o g y ,  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  f i n i t e  p o o l  of competent  s c i e n t i s t s  and 

I n  t h e  l o n g  r u n ,  however ,  

e n g i n e e r s  i s  s e r i o u s l y  d r a i n e d  by m i l i t a r y  programs.  

of c i v i l i a n  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  i n  t h e  r a t e  of growth  o f  o u t p u t  

pe r  man h o u r ,  i . e . ,  p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  i s  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  d i v e r s i o n  o f  

h i g h  t echno logy  r e s o u r c e s  f r o n  t h e  c i v i l i a n  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  sec tor .  

T h i s  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t s  the p r o s p e c t s  f o r  improved l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s ,  it 

d i r e c t l y  weakens t h e  U.S. i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  ( E s s e c i a l l y  

s i n c e  Japan  and West Germany eschew l a rge  m i l i t a r y  p r o g r a m s ) ,  and  i t  

d i r e c t l y  i n t r o d u c e s  a n  i n f l a t i o n z r y  b i a s  i n t o  t h e  U.S. economy s i n c e  

improved p r o d u c t i v i t y  i s  t h e  o n l y  way of p r e v e n t i n g  i n c r e a s i n g  wages 

from i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  o v e r a l l  c o s t  of goozs and s e r v i c e s .  

T h e  poor  pe r fo rmanc  

The s t e a d y  p r o g r e s s  of t h e  U . S .  economy i n  t h o  decades  a f t e r  

World War I1 has  now ended .  The econony i s  b e s e t  by a combina t ion  o f  

unexpec ted  p r o b l e m .  The d e s i r a b i l i t y  of c o n t i n u e d  e x p a n s i o n  of m i l i t a r y  

- v  rA.ograms shou ld  be s e r i o u s l y  r e c o n s i d e r e d  i n  l i g h t  of t h e  char.cjed, 

s u r p r i s i n g l y  u n p l e a s a n t ,  economic r E a l i t i e s  now f z c i n q  the Uni ted  States. 

Dzniel P. For? 



Summary of Remarks: P u b l i c  Hearirig on EIS, Rocky F l a t s  

The Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  t h e  S o v i e t  Union, and t o o  a lesser e x t e n t  

several  o t h e r  n a t i o n s ,  have been engaged f o r  d e c a d e s  i n  a n u c l e a r  

arms c o m p e t i t i o n .  This c o m p e t i t i o n  has r e s u l t e d  i n  immense i n v e n t o r i e s  

of n u c l e a r  weapons and of r e l a t i v e l y  i n v u l n e r a b l e ,  l o n g  r a n g e ,  a c c u r a t e  

d e l i v e r y  sys t ems .  

c o n t a i n  i n  e x c e s s  of the e q u i v a l e n t  of 2 0  t housand  m i l l i o n  t o n s  of 

TNT. B e c a u s e  t h e r e  is p r e s e n t l y  no d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  n u c l e a r  t i p p e d  

The a r s e n a l s  o f  t h e  two major c o n t e s t a n t s  now 

missiles t h e  p e a c e  i s  k e p t  t h r o u g h  r e l i a n c e  on mutua l  d e t e r r e n c e ,  t h e  

e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  a s u r p r i s e  a t t a c k  would s u r e l y  i n d u c e  such  a s h a t t e r i n g  

r e s p o n s e  t h a t  any p o t e n t i a l  a s s a i l a n t  i s  d i s c o u r a g e d  by t h e  p r o s p e c t i v e  

damage. Y e t  new and more d e a d l y  n u c l e a r  sys t ems  a re  i n  t h e  wings  - 
new n u c l e a r  e x p l o s i v ? s ,  f.1X missi le ,  and o t h e r s  which w i l l  make t h e  

p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  d e t e r r e n c e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  f r a g i l e  and  measu rab ly  

i n c r e a s e  t h e  r i s k  of w a r .  Because an  a l l - o u t  n u c l e a r  w a r  would be  a 

soc ia l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and en-vrironmental  c a t a s t r o p h e  w i t h  e f f e c t s  r e a c h i n g  

f a r  beyond t h e  t a r g e t  nations and because  many t h o u g h t f u l  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  

some w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  weapons, weapons s y s t e m s ,  and 

weapons e f f e c t s ,  are t r o u b l z d  t h a t  t h e  arms race c a n  lead u s  c l o s e r  

t o  s u c h  an  e v e n t  it i s  now c r i t i c a l l y  i rnpor t an t  t h a t  t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  

o f  any expanded weapons p r o d u c t i o n  be f u l l y  e x p l o r e d  by t h e  U.S. 

Government, i n  p u b l i c ,  as  a p r e l u d e  and a i d  t o  widesp read  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  

I c a n  speak  on behalf  of over 1 2 , 0 0 0  U.S. s c i e n t i s t s  on the 

h a z a r d s  of t h e  on-going n u c l e a r  arms r a c e  and on some p roposed  means 

of c o n t r o l l i n g  it. There  Fs h a r d l y  5 more c r i t i z a l  i s s u e  facing ocr 

. s o c i e t y  and e a c h  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  p u b l i c  d i s c u s s i o n  must  be 

s e i z e d .  

Eenry W. Rendall 


